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At Kinnaird Primary School we committed to improving outcomes for all children.  Central to 

this is laying strong literacy foundations. 

Within Curriculum for Excellence literacy is defined as: 

    ‘…the set of skills which allows an individual to engage fully in society and in learning, 

through the different forms of language, and the range of texts, which society values and 

finds useful.’ 

We hope you will find this leaflet helpful in understanding our approach to active literacy and 

will give you an insight into how your child’s skills will be developed in Primary 1. 

Children will learn two sounds (phonemes) each week until Christmas.  Then diagraphs will 

be introduced e.g. sh, ch, ng.  Some weeks will be set aside for revision and consolidation of 

the sounds taught. 

A typical lesson will include: 

 Singing the alphabet song every day at the start of the phonics 

lesson. 

 Children getting to know the letter name and the sounds they 

can make. 

 Singing the Jolly Phonics song: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCjJYB07aSU 

 Finding and saying words with the sound of the week.  These can be at the start, 

middle or end of the word. 

 Practise writing the sound in the sky, on the carpet, on back of hand, on friend’s back, 

etc. 

 

 Three words are focused on each week with some weeks set aside for consolidation and 

revision.  

 Some words can be sounded out and some can’t.  We use the familiar characters (Izzy 

and Jake) to assist the children in learning the difference between the words.   

 Children are actively involved in all lessons and activities and often have a choice in 

how they would like to practise making the words. 

 Children taught to use the technique of say, make/break, blend, read and 

write. 

 The teacher and then children make words on magnetic boards to develop 

spelling/phonics strategies and skills then practise writing them. 

 Children complete active spelling tasks throughout the week.  These include writing in 

sand, finger painting, making with plasticine, pasta and chalk outside in the 

playground. 
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Guided reading sessions are used for teaching comprehension skills, as well as word attack 

strategies to build reading confidence.  Strategies used link clearly to the teaching of sounds 

and words of the week, as well as using sounding out, blending and word shape techniques. 

There is a focus on skills progression and the transferring of skills to all areas of the 

curriculum and everyday life.  Usually the children will read as part of a 

group using our main reading scheme Story Worlds.  

Guided reading sessions take place using a two day format: 

Day 1 

 Group discuss the features of the book and use the title to predict the content. 

 The children share prior knowledge of the subject of the book. 

 The teacher goes through the book page by page, drawing children’s attention to 

difficult or important words and looking at illustrations. 

 Teacher reminds pupils about punctuation and strategies to use when they have 

difficulty with the text. 

 Children read the text aloud from start to finish at their own pace (not in unison). 

 The teacher listens and monitors the reading, giving praise. 

 Observations are recorded and form next steps in each child’s and the group’s learning. 

 The children respond to the text by discuss the story with the teacher e.g. setting, 

characters, events, words containing this week’s phoneme (sound). 

 Children complete follow up activities independently, with a partner or as a group. 

 Children take the book home to read for pleasure and share their learning with their 

families. 

 

 

Day 2 

 Children read the book independently. 

 Children then read the book with a partner. 

 Children encouraged to ask questions of the teacher and each other. 

 Children complete follow up activities independently, with a partner 

or as a group 

 Children take the book home to read for pleasure and share their 

learning with their families. 

 



 Children participate in weekly structured lesson where writing is taught and children 

develop skills. 

 Children are encouraged to transfer skills in to all lessons and areas of the curriculum. 

 Initial focus on detailed illustrations and copying a class constructed sentence.  Clear 

links to phonics, spelling and reading skills to enable the children to become 

independent writers. 

 Children have writing targets to focus on and these are shared at the start of the 

lesson. 

 First targets focus on letter formation, capital letters, full 

stops and finger spaces. 

 As skills develop, targets will include who, when, where 

and writing main events. 

 Children conference with the teacher and peers, as well 

as self-evaluate against their given targets. 

 Star Writers are chosen each week and work displayed on the reading and writing wall, 

as well as in the class writing book. 

 Daily writing activities including handwriting, name practice, own stories and 

completing sentences, build confidence, reinforce writing targets and skills. 

Active Literacy can be supported at home in many ways.  Here are some simple ways you 

might want to try.  We welcome any suggestions and good ideas that parents/carers might 

have. 

 

• Playbook tasks 

• Games including 'I Spy...‘ 

• Reading together, talking about illustrations and main parts of the story. 

• Telling and re-telling stories 

• Talking about the local environment when going on a walk or drive. 

• Writing sounds using pasta, paint, plasticine, shaving foam, bubble bath, etc. 

• Finding sounds, words and writing in and around their environment. 

 

To help children write letters using the correct size, we use the sky, grass and ground 

resources which can be found on the following website: 

http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/literacy/writing/ground-grass-sky-

handwriting.html#.VCnLdfRDu6M 
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